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Abstract

The first attempt in Japan is described in this paper that a correspondence high school
successfully launched its e-Learning option to offer interactive report correction to its students
studying at homes. In a correspondence course, report writing and correction feedback and
interviews at school are main components of learning. At NHK Gakuen High School (NHK
Academy of Distance Learning), only the report correction part was turned into e-Learning.
Learning continuation at home has been a major challenge for the students in a correspondence
course. It takes about 2 weeks to correct and return reports at NHK Gakuen, after a report is
submitted by mail. So we aimed at helping students by more frequent interactions with a
shorter response time. By introducing e-Learning, it was expected to maximize learning
effects, and keep high motivation for learning. Moreover, e-Learning strengths were to be
realized such as dynamic learning process with multimedia elements, active communication
among students at separate homes through collaborative learning by bulletin boards, and
efficient learning environment by one-click on screen, rather than going to a post to mail the
reports. Initial design of the e-Learning system and instructional materials were created,
based on activity analyses of students and teachers. 1BM JAPAN did the development work on
the basis of our initial design.

Trial phase was launched in 2003 with 4 subjects (3 in the first year, and 1 in the 3 year),
limiting the number of students to 100 in each subject. All subjects except for Art have been
added from year 2004. The first year evaluation revealed that a performance of a system and
completion degree of the teaching materials influenced satisfaction degree of a student greatly.
On the other hand, feedback and simplicity increased as an advantage instantly. While some
students worried if what they learned via e-Leaning would remain for a long period of time,
e-Learning students marked as well as the students who chose to study by traditional mails.
On the basis of evaluation data provided in the first year, revisions were made for the second
year in introductory units and in the performance of the system. In addition, we introduced
the check system before teaching materials were released for assuring a better quality. As a
result, an raise of a satisfactory degree of a student was confirmed in the second year. It was
found that learning support for self management such as learning information and Q & A was
effective as an advantage of e-Learning. Furthermore, it was found that there was a student
need for printer-friendly screens for reviews before they took the examinations.

Effects and problems of e-Learning as home learning support for correspondence high school

students were finally discussed, based on the first two years of experiences.
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