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Summary

The purpose of the study was to investigate status—quo and characteristics of Web uses among
Japanese primary and secondary schools in its early years. Three whole sample surveys were
conducted in August 1995, January 1996, and August 1996, trying to locate all the Web sites of
Japanese schools, via uses of Web site listings and search engines. It was found that 98, 251,
and 603 Web sites were located at the time of each survey, respectively. The ratio of the site
increase was 1.4 sites per day on the average. All of the pages were then examined by looking
at them manually, in order to find unique Web uses, to categorize the contents of each site, to
identify a “prototypical” site for each school level, among others. Since all pages were collected
using an auto—pilot software in the third survey, quantitative analyses were made possible,
including the number of pages and total file size of each site. The purposes of Web uses were
also analyzed into a matrix, finding more administrative uses in high schools and more classroom
uses in elementary schools. Web uses were categorized into subject matters, that resulted
Information, Science, and Social Studies as being top three uses.

Keyword:Internet, Web Sites, Primary—Scondary Schools, Information Publishing, Whole—
Sample Survey
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