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Self-checks for Turning Your Educational Practice into a Paper

Naoshi Hiraoka

Research Center for Instructional Systems, Kumamoto University
Abstract

This paper suggests checking one’s own practice and papers in order to turn practice into paper. The need
for originality, availability and reliability of a paper was explained, and it was conveyed that reliability is par-
ticularly important.
In addition, it was recommended that one should not force oneself to do something that one is not good at
(e.g., statistical analysis), but rather rely, with grace, on experts to do it.
Furthermore, the general structure of a paper - problem, purpose, methods, results and discussion — was
given with examples of what should and should not be written in each section.
It was suggested that proper self-checking should be done on the design of the practice and content of the

paper, and that inter-item and intra-item checks should be introduced as a specific way for doing it. Inter-
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item checking refers to checking the consistency between the design and content of the paper, and intra-

item checking refers to checking the item-by-item validity of the problem, purpose, methods, results and

discussion.

In this paper, an example of inter-item and intra-item checking is presented for a fictional paper. Since

reading these alone is not enough to train the reader, two examples are given for the reader's own training.

These self-checks are useful when designing educational practices and during the course of educational

practices, rather than at the end of educational practices. The self-checks presented in this paper, although

nominally casual, are an important process with respect to practice and thesis development. We hope that

these self-checks will be used to turn as many educational practices into papers as possible.

Key words : educational practice, writing a paper, self-checking
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