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Abstract

As the social environment surrounding school education continues to undergo

significant change, it has become increasingly important for schools to engage in

education through collaboration and partnership with local communities, parents, and

related organizations. Teachers are now expected to promote educational activities

toward the achievement of educational goals while sharing objectives and visions with

community members, parents, and external stakeholders.

In the university teacher-training course Special Activities Theory, the challenge lies

not only in fostering an understanding of the Course of Study, but also in cultivating the

practical competencies necessary to advance school education through effective

collaboration with others. To address this challenge, this study designed and developed a

course and instructional materials based on the Story-Centered Curriculum (SCC)

framework, with the aim of fostering practical teaching competencies.

Learners were positioned as “novice teachers” and, under a mission assigned by a

head of career guidance to “plan and propose a career education program in collaboration

with a company,” worked in teams to develop instructional plans using minimum essential

resources such as the Course of Study. Through iterative refinement of their plans based

on feedback from the head of career guidance, school administrators, and company



representatives, learners developed competencies required of teachers.

The course was structured as a combination of synchronous face-to-face sessions and

asynchronous out-of-class learning, and was characterized by a learning design that

emphasized iterative cycles of feedback and reflection. The validity of the course design

and instructional materials was examined and improved based on reviews by two

instructional design experts and one education expert.

Following these revisions, formative evaluation was conducted, and learners’

responses and learning processes were analyzed through questionnaires and semi-

structured interviews. The results indicated that learners positively perceived the value of

thinking from a teacher’s perspective and the effectiveness of collaborative, team-based

learning. Furthermore, reflection sheets demonstrated the effectiveness of learning

through failure.

This study suggests that redesigning the Special Activities Theory course based on

SCC is effective as a course model for fostering practical teaching competencies within

contexts closely aligned with real school settings. The findings offer a concrete proposal

for practice-oriented course design in teacher education programs and provide insights

that may contribute to the qualitative improvement of future teacher preparation.
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