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In Japanese language education in Colombia, many students study Japanese for many years
to be capable of conversing in Japanese, but when it comes to actual conversation, many
students give up without achieving their conversational goals. On the other hand, there are
students who have studied for a short period of time, but who demonstrate more ability than
they have and achieve their conversational goals. There may be several reasons for this, but
we believe that the most noticeable difference between the two is not the knowledge of
vocabulary, grammar, etc. that they have already learned, but their lack of strategic ability to
use these skills. Strategic competence is not merely a technique for repairing conversational
problems, but is the means by which learners use, balance, activate their skills, and determine
procedures to accomplish communicative tasks. In addition, communication in this paper
refers not only to the transmission of information, but also to the activities conducted for the
sharing of feelings, communication, and mutual understanding, which include bidirectional,
nonverbal communication. So far, the main research on strategic competence has focused on
the types of strategic competence learners use in conversational Japanese and their effects.
Although the study of strategy skills is, there are no examples of research on strategy skills as
the backbone of communicative competence.

Therefore, in this study, we designed and developed a self-study and face-to-face learning
program for the acquisition of strategy competence using a Can-Do Checklist.

The existing strategy competence in the first language and the strategy competence in the use
of Japanese were compared among Colombian learners of Japanese. Educational materials
were developed using Suzuki's (1988) three-stage model, so that skills existing in the first
language could also be performed in Japanese, and strategy skills not available in both
languages could be used in both.

Although there are some issues that need improvement, many learners responded that they
can use the strategy skills they learned in both languages as a means to use and balance

intellectual resources, activate skills, and determine procedures. A Can-Do Checklist could be



developed for learning strategy skills as the backbone of communicative competence.
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