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The design of a scenario-based training program aiming

at building teacher collaboration in the education of foreign school children
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25 (K:E)
Abstract (English)

With the globalization of Japanese society, there has been an increase in the
number of foreign children and those of Japanese nationality in need of Japanese
language instruction who are enrolled in public schools (hereinafter referred to as
“foreign children, etc.”). In educating them, schools are required to perform a wide
variety of tasks from creating an acceptance system based on their linguistic, cultural,
and family backgrounds to helping them adapt to a new school life and learn Japanese
language and school subjects. All this is made possible by diverse and specialized
roles played by managers, classroom teachers, and those teachers and staff who are
involved in Japanese language instruction and native language support, as well as by
collaboration among them. However, in areas with foreign children, etc. scattered
about, where it is difficult to predict when they transfer to which school, the problem
is that teachers are not guaranteed training opportunities to get the knowledge and
skills necessary for their expected roles and collaboration. All they have to do is to
respond to situations through try and error only after the transfer of foreign children,
etc. to their schools.

Under these circumstances, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology carried out the "Project for Developing a Training Model
Program for Teachers Responsible for the Education of Foreign Children, etc." for
three years from 20 17. The training model program developed in this project is
articulated around four sets of abilities that are considered as needed to solve
practical problems at school sites: grasp, nurture, connect, and change. However, how
the program is organized and implemented is left tfo the initiative of each school
district, each board of education, or each school. Moreover, out of these four sets of
abilities, the “ability to connect,” which is necessary to ensure collaboration among
those involved in the education of foreign children, etc., in a school, has received the
least attention in the existing literature and training programs.

Thus in this research, an in-school training program was designed and

developed that allows teaches and staff with different roles to get together and learn
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how to connect and collaborate in accepting foreign children, etc. through real-life
scenarios. This program used the Goal-Based Scenarios Theory, an instructional
design theory for designing scenario-based teaching materials learned by acting.

Aim to contribute to the development of teachers with Knowledge, skills
and attitudes of education for foreign children, etc. by practicing it at the
elementary school where the author works as an effective and efficient training
model to learn how to create a school cooperation system, and then disseminating
it as in-school training for elementary and junior high schools in the city and

prefecture.
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