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Survey of Syllabuses and Development of Support System for Course Syllabus Based
on Instructional Design - A Case of "Introduction to Library Science" -
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In higher education institutions such as universities, syllabuses that describes course
contents are important information for students to choose courses. In addition, because of
the increasing importance of actualizing of the credit system after the "Report: For building of
undergraduate programs" of the Central Education Council was published, it is required
increasingly to specify attainment goals of courses, course contents, preparatory education
contents, methods and criteria for the performance evaluation.

For these reasons, the contents of Web syllabuses that are open to public have been
surveyed in this study. As the result, it has been found that the current issues in which
formats and items of syllabuses are different in each university and some of them don't cover
all items conducted by the Ministry of Education.

Based on the results of this survey, a syllabus preparation supporting system using an
1dea of the instructional design has been developed with database software FileMaker. The
development goals of the system are to specify preconditions and attainment goal of the
course, continuity and mutual relationships among course contents, evaluation methods and
so forth, and to support teachers prepare detailed syllabus plans effectively and efficiently.

Using this system will make it possible that every teacher even without enough
knowledge of the instructional design can prepare detailed syllabus plans using an idea of the
instructional design efficiently. In addition, it is expected also that preparing syllabus of
existing courses using this system can lead to reviews of the syllabus plan.

In the formative evaluation using the "Instant Web Publishing" of the FileMaker, I had
syllabuses prepared on the Web browser by teachers. However, there is a fault in which
some functions of the FileMaker are invalidated due to the feature of the Instant Web
Publishing. And it is the lack of versatility that using the FileMaker of a sell software is
essential to operate this system. Moreover, the input items of teaching methods are not
installed on this system.

As for these problems to be solved, further examination of transplanting the system to
the environment of the open source and installation of support functions in regards to

teaching strategy can be mentioned as an issue in the future.



