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A Class Practice under the Cooperation of a University Library and a Faculty in Debate

Exercise-based Classes.
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The purpose of this study is to investigate an effective way to conduct the
information literacy education by practically designing a course and the teaching
materials based on the theory of the instructional design. In my view, the short
research training courses in university libraries in Japan do not always work well,
especially in the cases where students are required to use information searching
skills throughout the course. There are some previous study surveys in which
teaching methods based on the theories of e-learning and the instructional design
were combined with conventional training courses. Other surveys show another
teaching styles other than those referred above were used to offer necessary help to
solve tasks given in lecture classes. However, this theme has not been explored
enough so far.

Therefore, in this study, I tried a class practice in debate exercise-based classes
for the first-year students where students are required to use information
searching skills throughout the courses in cooperation with the faculty and the
library. Although the students chosen for this research had already taken the
conventional short training course beforehand at an appropriate stage for their
learning in 2014, they could not find as many number of literature as they had
expected to satisfy their instructors, and tend to rely on easier access to
information, such as search engines like Yahoo and Google, instead of going into
the library or searching library databases to find more reliable literature. These
two findings were analyzed and discussed both by the faculty and the library staff,
along with the designs such as class contents and teaching materials. With the
results in our mind, we used ARCS model and Gagne’s 9 events instruction,
designed and developed the class contents and materials. We carried out a
follow-up after practicing each class. We focused on “confidence” as a key issue,
which was discovered to be the most difficult task for them to face by analyzing the
data from the perspective of learning will, and made some revisions in three
aspects of class contents, teaching materials, and the follow-up system.

In this research I could confirm the effects of this new approach through the
procedure explained above; the analyses of assignments which the students had
submitted and the interviews with the faculty members involved in this research
showed that the students acquired higher skill in literature searching than in 2014,
though the themes for debates varied for each class. The issue of the unevenness of
the understanding degree of the students examined is to be a subject for further
research.



